MINUTES OF A MEETING OF EAST MALLING AND LARKFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 7TH AUGUST 2024 AT CHURCH FARM AT 7.30P.M.

PRESENT:	Cllrs. D. Thornewell (Chairman), Mrs. C. Bell, T. Bishop, R. Haffenden, P. Leale, R. 		Mitchell, Mrs. M. Moore, Mrs. J. Sharpe, Mrs. C. Shire and Mrs. C. Woodger

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:	Cllrs. Mrs. R. Belton, Mrs. L. Cook, R. Roud, Mrs. M. Tatton

APPLICATION FROM SHARON ROOT FOR CO-OPTION TO THE PARISH COUNCIL – EAST MALLING WARD

	The Chairman reported that application had been made by Sharon Root to join the Parish Council to fill the vacancy caused by Stuart Millson.

	The Chairman PROPOSED that Sharon Root be co-opted onto the Parish Council and duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office book and joined the meeting.

	Sharon will serve on the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee for the remainder of the Council Year.

APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF MINUTES AND APPENDICES OF MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 10th JULY 2024

	It was RESOLVED that the Minutes and Appendices of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 10th July 2024 be APPROVED AND SIGNED by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING

	The Chairman reported that the footpath from the A20 to Martin Square has had the overgrowth cut back.

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

(i)	Ratification of Planning Comments Submitted Since 10th July 2024

	The List of Planning Comments had been CIRCULATED and it was AGREED the action 	taken be RATIFIED.
	
(ii)	List of Decision Notices Received since 10th July 2024

	The List of Decision Notices had been CIRCULATED and was NOTED.

(iii)	Any Other Planning Matters

	Cllr. Mrs. Woodger commented that the tree overhanging the road in Stickens Lane has 	now been dealt with.   The Clerk commented that the KCC Highways Inspector is 	questioning whether the verges are their responsibility.




RATIFICATION OF PAYMENTS SINCE LAST MEETING

	The Lists of Accounts Paid Out of Meeting and Direct Debits had been CIRCULATED and the action taken was RATIFIED.

	Cllr. Mrs. Woodger commented that the streetlight outside 185 Well Street is on all the time.  The Clerk will report this to Streetlights.

REPORTS ON STANDING COMMITTEES HELD DURING JULY 2024

(i)	Amenities and Open Spaces Committee – 10TH July 2024

	Cllr. Thornewell presented these Minutes and made comment that we are chasing 	Burslem’s in respect of the inscriptions on the memorial as the work was to be carried 	out in the school holidays.

	Cllr. Thornewell reported on the action taken in respect of the travellers in Larkfield 	Village Hall Car Park and the Recreation Ground. There were 13 caravans on the 	Recreation Ground and the Police used their powers to evict them and they then moved 	onto the recreation ground at Ditton Community Centre.

	There was a vote of thanks to John Hilden for providing concrete blocks at all gates to 	open spaces to try to stop them entering elsewhere.

	Cllr. Mrs. Woodger asked about progress with KCC with regard to making MR114 a 	bridleway.  This will be chased with KCC.

	The Chairman has spoken to the Chairman of Leybourne Parish Council regarding the 	muddy area at Willow Road Green and he will get back to us in respect of making this 	good.

	It was AGREED these Minutes be ADOPTED as a true record of the Meeting.

(ii)	Planning and Development Committee – 17TH July 2024

	Cllr. Thornewell presented these Minutes and made comment that the new draft National 	Planning Policy Framework has now been issued and a chart showing the new housing 	figures to be provided had been circulated and he explained the figures.

	Cllr Thornewell intends meeting with the new MP for Chatham and Aylesford, Tristan 	Osborne.

	Cllr. Mrs. Tatton has provided some comments on the Local Transport Plan.








CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

	The Chairman’s Report had been CIRCULATED, as follows:-

New National Planning Policy

The Government have now announced their proposed new planning policies.   Of immediate concern is that they have a new method of calculating the number of houses that should be built in each local authority area in England.

According to a table in The Times in Tonbridge and Malling the yearly total will increase from 820 to 1057 or a 28.9 per cent increase.   There is also a table of regional figures which I will circulate at the Meeting ranging from an increase of 99.3 per cent in the North East region to a decrease of 18.4 per cent in London.   I will report further to the August Planning Meeting.

The SE increase is 34.8 per cent from the current 51,251 to 69,060 per annum.

Twitch at Douces Manor, St. Leonard’s Street, West Malling

The Malling Society will be opening the Twitch Heritage Centre from 12 noon to 4.00p.m..  On Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th September during Heritage Open Days.   There is no parking on site  but there is parking if free in St Leonard’s Street.

Douces Manor is a private residence so there is only pedestrian access up the driveway and to the Twitch which is in the cellar.   Malling Society volunteers will be there and apart from the names of the RAF from West Malling on the ceiling there are a lot of documents about West Malling and the local area.  Well worth a visit.

Proposed Move of Larkfield and New Hythe Football Club

I understand they have held the further public exhibition in Snodland and they have now lodged an application to Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council to decide if they need to produce an Environmental Assessment for the former Ham Hill Golf Club site in Birling where they would like to move.   The site is in the Green Belt and ANOB as well as having issues of hardcore and other materials dumped on site especially along the boundary with the A228.   This means that a planning application will be some way off the site.

The Chairman added comment about the Information Board on East Malling Village Green which is progressing and KCC are using this as a test case.

REPORT BY BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

	Cllr. Thornewell reported that Cllr. Trudy Dean has sent an email about road closures, some are KCC and some are statutory undertakers.

	Cllr. Bishop reported that he attended the Audit Committee and apparently the Audit Fee has nearly doubled in price.

	The Finance, Regeneration and Property Scrutiny Select Committee was cancelled and he expressed concern at the number of cancellations of meetings.

	Kent County Council have now agreed about the covenants on the Gibson Building.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

	Cllr. Mrs., Woodger has received enquiries about the latest plans for the development by Gladman of 150 dwellings off Clare Lane and the amendments.  The Clerk was asked to obtain Land Registry entries .

	Cllr. Bishop commented on a Planning Appeal decision that had been dismissed for a property on Redhill,  Wateringbury where a site meeting took place with the Planning Inspector and no officer from the Borough Council attended at the pre-arranged time.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

	There were no Members of the Public present.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:	Wednesday, 4TH September 2024

CLOSURE

	The Chairman declared the Meeting closed at8.25p.m.








									Chairman
									4th September 2024
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